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if we wake up now, the game is ours; if we do not, we shall
surely lose. Power invariably elects to go into the hands of'
the strong. That strength may be physical or of the heart,
or, if we do not fight shy of the word, of the spirit. Strength
of the heart connotes soul force. If today we decide that we
should try to get power by force of arms, we shall have to
undo all the work of twenty years among the masses. We
shall have to spend a considerable time in giving people
a contrary training. We cannot afford to give the required
time at this critical juncture. It is certain that today who-
ever has any strength of any kind will use it for seizing
power. It is my firm conviction that, if Congressmen are to
get power, it should only be through non-violence or soul
force.
We have neither time nor material to q.o new work
even in this line. When we have so far employed non-vio-
lence as a weapon of the weak, how can we all of a sudden
expect to convert it into a weapon of the strong ? But in
spite of this I feel that at the present moment this experiment
alone is feasible and proper for us. There is no risk involved
in it. Even failure in it takes the form of success because,
even if the people are not able to go the whole length in the
experiment, they cannot possibly be led into a ditch. By
following the way of physical force they may not only be
proved cowards, but in attempting to follow an untrodden,
path thousands may also be destroyed.
It is ttien the duty of Congressmen to seek out dacoits
and robbers. They should try to understand and convert
them. Such workers cannot be had for the asking; but
Congressmen should know that this work is just as important
as it is fraught with risk, and a certain number of them
have to devote themselves to it.
The second thing requisite is that we should prepare
such workers as would, under difficult circumstances, stand
up to dacoits and, whilst trying to check or convert them
from their evil ways, be prepared to suffer hurt or even
death. Perhaps few workers will be forthcoming for this
task too, but peace brigades throughout the country are a
definite necessity. Or else in times of chaos Congressmen
ill lose all the reputation they have so far gained.

